
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Little Italy Redevelopment 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Little Italy Summer Arts Festivale and Holiday Art Walk 

Your Project Summary: LIRC (Little Italy Redevelopment Corporation), in partnership with the Little Italy 

Merchants, will host two community events in 2017: The Little Italy Summer Arts Festivale, June 2-4 and 

the Little Italy Holiday Art Walk, December 1-3. The two events will showcase artists from our 

neighborhood and outside vendors will be able to display their goods in our Vendor Village. In Addition, 

the cuisine from the local restaurants and bakeries will give visitors a taste of the Italian Culture. 

Final Score: No. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided insufficient evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $0 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project contributes to energetic neighborhoods and is a nice, interactive way to celebrate 

the historic ethnic heritage of a community. The support materials also demonstrate the public benefit of 

this project.  It would be good to share more information about how local artists are selected to 

participate.  I think the budget could be clearer about  how much of CAC funding will be used for event 

entertainment and then promotion/advertising. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This proposal doesn't meet the criteria for CAC funding.  I was confused as to whether this was 

an application for a festival marketing plan or artistic support. The grant application from Little Italy 

Redevelopment does not make a compelling case for support since it does not uses any funds to 

underwrite any arts or cultural professionals (see budget).  For this proposal to be effective, it needs to 

make a compelling case for the cultural events planned (specifics), and how CAC funds will help. Event if 

the grant is to support a marketing plan for the festival, the application must speak to the artistic vibrancy 

the festival provides and its impact to public value. If the application is about developing and 

implementing a marketing plan, then a detailed list of marketing activities and their impact needs to be 

provided. The activities section of the application does not provide any information on the cultural or 

artistic elements of the Summer Festival, and do not speak of artistic vibrancy: what artists will be engaged 

or featured? What art product will be displayed or sold? What cultural elements compose or strengthen 

the Festival? Later in the budget section, the budget shows that the funds requested are solely going to 

be used for marketing and advertising. Either case was not made, and for these reasons, the proposal 

doesn't meet the criteria for funding. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: No this application does not meet the criteria to receive CAC funding. The community set to 

benefit from the proposed programming (summer Festivale and winter Artwalk) is identified, but the 

allocation of CAC funds strictly for marketing and promotion does not support the involvement of the 

local arts community in a sustainable way. The line by line budget analysis does not reflect the direction 

of innovative planning around promotion, which is directly connected to growing community 

involvement, which is one of the stated goals. Due to these shortcomings in organizational capacity, I am 

unable to say yes to this application. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. With an emphasis on Italian cultural heritage in 

the community, and the combination of both culinary arts and creative arts, this proposal will bring a 

public benefit to the identified community. I like that you have combined events in different seasons (not 

just the warmer summer months) to bring the community together through arts. I think the evaluation 

plan could use a little work -- when measuring patrons at venues between years, are you going to select 

the specific time periods of your planned events, or just the years overall? Your plan in the proposal 

doesn't clearly describe this, so keep that in mind as you move forward with your project. The 

supplemental materials attached demonstrate the organizational capacity to carry out this project as well. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: The applicant does not meet the funding criteria. There is now clear demonstration of 

knowledge of community or working with them. The project contributes to energized neighborhood and 

the project goal is based on last year's momentum. This demonstrates an evolution, but how? The 

applicant does not demonstrate a process of reflection that ensures fresh programming & continuous 

improvement. The project goal is increased attendance, which is clear and relevant, but why is this 

important? Is a more relevant, impact-oriented goal better? Further budget explanation in the narrative 

responses is needed to tell if budget is realistic, as the fees are unknown. The lack of clearly 

communicating a substantial community relationship is the reason why the applicant does not meet the 

funding criteria. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


